
The Glory of Motherhood 

"But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
says, 'Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel'. (which means, God with 
us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 
but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus." -Matthew 1:20-25 

In preparation for our Sunday evening youth lesson, I came across a passage that so readily 

encapsulates the realistic importance of the mother of Jesus. In The Voice from the Cross: Sermons on 

the Seven Words, Andrew W. Blackwood Jr., expounds the various sayings Jesus uttered from the cross. 

At one point he deals with John 19:26-27, "He saith unto his mother, Woman, behold they son! Then 

saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother!". This is what he had to say: 

In the mystery of His Incarnation, the eternal Christ became a helpless Child, who 

depended upon His mother for physical and spiritual sustenance. When God became 

Man, He took no half-way measures. He went through the helplessness of every child, 

the development in body, mind, and soul that each of us has known. As Jesus was 

growing, someone taught Him to behold the lilies of the field and the birds of the air. 

Someone taught Him to observe so keenly the pathos and drama of village life, the silly 

pomposities of little people, and the incredible heroism with which unknown folk bear 

the unbearable. The Son of Man saw life with all the sensitivity of a woman, and that 

woman was Mary. 

The Person of Jesus lifts up the importance of women and of motherhood. He was the 

promised seed of old. He was the token and the very essence of a new and coming Kingdom. But, 

none of this would have been possible without a woman. In the birth of Jesus woman did what 

man could never do. She gave birth to the Messiah. So, as we reflect upon the importance of 

Mother's day, let's remember to be thankful for the willing servant Mary. She is for us an emblem 

of Motherhood and of a true and willing Christian disciple, an example for us to follow diligently. 

May our Mothers be blessed and follow in the footsteps of this humble servant of Christ, Mary! 

Sincerely, 

Tom 


